
THE WEEKLY – REAL FRIENDSHIP. 
 

VOLUNTEER TO OPEN IN PRAYER 
 
BREAKING ICE   (20 min.)_ 
 
Have you been trying to get on the Love and Respect healthy cycle? 
 
Share about any challenges you have had in this?  What is hard?   
 
What goes against the grain? 
------- 
Is the church relevant to the community at large? 
 
Does the community see the church as relevant?  
  
Is the message of the church relevant to the community at large? 
 
Are we bringing the message to the community in the best way?   
 
What needs to change? 
 
PART 1   (30 min – facilitator please take notes ) 
What are the distinguishing characteristics of a church that Jesus would commend in 
regard to? 
1/ Activity within the church community 
 
2/ Relationships within the church community  
 
3/ Activity outside of the church community  
 
4/ Relationships outside of the church community 
  
PART 2  LOOK TO THE BOOK:  (30min 
Acts 2:14-49 
14 But Peter stood up with the eleven apostles, and in a loud voice he spoke to the crowd: 
“My fellow Jews, and all of you who are in Jerusalem, listen to me. Pay attention to what I 
have to say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you think; it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning! 16 But Joel the prophet wrote about what is happening here today: 
 17 ‘God says: In the last days I will pour out my Spirit on all kinds of people. Your sons 
and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will 
dream dreams. 
 18 At that time I will pour out my Spirit also on my male slaves and female slaves, 
and they will prophesy.  19 I will show miracles in the sky and on the earth: blood, fire, and 
thick smoke.  20 The sun will become dark, the moon red as blood, before the 
overwhelming and glorious day of the Lord will come.  21 Then anyone who calls on the 
Lord 
will be saved.’   Joel 2:28-32 
 22 “People of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus from Nazareth was a very special man. 
God clearly showed this to you by the miracles, wonders, and signs he did through 
Jesus. You all know this, because it happened right here among you. 23 Jesus was given 
to you, and with the help of those who don’t know the law, you put him to death by nailing 
him to a cross. But this was God’s plan which he had made long ago; he knew all this 
would happen. 24 God raised Jesus from the dead and set him free from the pain of 
death, because death could not hold him. 25 For David said this about him: ‘I keep the 

Lord before me always. Because he is close by my side, I will not be hurt.  26 So I am 
glad, and I rejoice. Even my body has hope,  27 because you will not leave me in the 
grave. You will not let your Holy One rot.  28 You will teach me how to live a holy life. 
Being with you will fill me with joy.’   Psalm 16:8-11 
 29 “Brothers and sisters, I can tell you truly that David, our ancestor, died and was 
buried. His grave is still here with us today. 30 He was a prophet and knew God had 
promised him that he would make a person from David’s family a king just as he was. 31 

Knowing this before it happened, David talked about the Christ rising from the dead. He 
said: 
‘He was not left in the grave. His body did not rot.’ 
 32 So Jesus is the One whom God raised from the dead. And we are all witnesses to 
this. 33 Jesus was lifted up to heaven and is now at God’s right side. The Father has 
given the Holy Spirit to Jesus as he promised. So Jesus has poured out that Spirit, and 
this is what you now see and hear. 34 David was not the one who was lifted up to 
heaven, but he said: 
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit by me at my right side,  35  until I put your enemies 
under your control.” ’   Psalm 110:1 
 36 “So, all the people of Israel should know this truly: God has made Jesus—the man 
you nailed to the cross—both Lord and Christ.”  37 When the people heard this, they felt 
guilty and asked Peter and the other apostles, “What shall we do?” 
 38 Peter said to them, “Change your hearts and lives and be baptized, each one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 This promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
away. It is for everyone the Lord our God calls to himself.” 
 40 Peter warned them with many other words. He begged them, “Save yourselves from 
the evil of today’s people!” 41 Then those people who accepted what Peter said were 
baptized. About three thousand people were added to the number of believers that day. 
42 They spent their time learning the apostles’ teaching, sharing, breaking bread, and 
praying together.   
The Believers Share 
 43 The apostles were doing many miracles and signs, and everyone felt great respect 
for God. 44 All the believers were together and shared everything. 45 They would sell 
their land and the things they owned and then divide the money and give it to anyone 
who needed it. 46 The believers met together in the Temple every day. They ate 
together in their homes, happy to share their food with joyful hearts. 47 They praised 
God and were liked by all the people. Every day the Lord added those who were being 
saved to the group of believers. 
(NCV) 
 

1. What distinguishes these early believers… find as many things as you can 
(vv. 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47) 

2. What is it in Peters message that spoke to people?  What end do all people 
have in common?  DEATH… How did this change with Jesus? 
BASED ON THIS: 

3. What should the distinguishing characteristics of today’s church be? 
4. What should the main message be? 
5. How are these two things connected? 

 
PART 3 (10 min)   OPEN PRAYER 
 
Pray specifically for our church family to know and experience the freedom that eternal 
life can bring in regard to setting us free to live and love more deeply in this world.      
 
Pray for us to be able to bring this message to our community in relevant ways. 


